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Czar during his stay, I recommended the Marechal de
Tesse, as a man without occupation, who well knew the
language and usages of society, who was accustomed to
foreigners by his journeys and negotiations in Spain,
Turin, Rome, and in other courts of Italy, and who,
gentle and polite, was sure to perform his duties well.
M. le Due d'Orleans agreed with me, and the next day
sent for him and gave him his orders.

When it was known that the Czar was near Dun-
kerque, the Regent sent the Marquis de Neelle to re-
ceive him at Calais, and accompany him until they
met the Marechal de Tesse, who was not to go beyond
Beaumont to wait for him. At the same time the
Hotel de Lesdiguieres was prepared for the Czar and
his suite, under the idea that he might prefer a private
house, with all his people around him, to the Louvre.
The Hotel de Lesdiguieres was large and handsome, as
I have said at the commencement of this chapter, ad-
joined the arsenal, and belonged by succession to the
Marechal de Villeroy, who lodged at the Tuileries.
Thus the house was empty, because the Due de Ville-
roy, who was not a man fond of display, had found it
too distant to live in. It was entirely refurnished, and
very magnificently, with the furniture of the King.

The Czar arrived at Beaumont on Friday, the 7th of
May, 1717, about mid-day. Tesse made his rever-
ences to him as he descended from his coach, had the
honour of dining with him, and of escorting him that
very magnificently, with the furniture of the King.

The Czar entered the city in one of Tesse's coaches,
with three of his suite with him, but not Tesse himself.
The Marechal followed in another coach. The Czar